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itt fr th the 3 the bach | 
ing art, which muſt. ever be || 
inſeperable from that of its profeſs || 
forv, gives me no ſmall relucrance at 1 
being unden a. neceſſity of offering __ | 
following narrative to the- public; as 
the expoſing the evil practices a all 
few mambert of any profeſſion ſeldom | 
fails. of. injuring the credit. of that || 
. 3 1 1 . 6 li 


\ Truth au. os the 88 nun. obi 1 | 
care, and ſelf- 4rofervacki Babe 2 
law of nature. There is nothing mur: 
natural or juſt than aſpiring at a fair 
reputation, the moſt valuable poſſeſſion|} 
in li ife and whenever perſons of 4. 2. 


f tingui 


— 


A 8) 

tingu rank tap to form crab 
eee . Zo 2 prejudice 
of any individual in the exerciſe of 
bis e ; as it muſt be. preſumed 
this cannot be without ſore manifeſt - 
cauſe, it becomes the duty of aucb indi- 


vidual, comſciaus of bis cum integrity, 
to bring r and to 


4 {pub PIN, 


| Jt is now 10 longer ere, for 
F publication o De. Lucas? ler- 
a that 4 Le Grd how- 
| rary, illegal and oppreſſive, 
1 hos formed againſt certain indi- 
viduals at Bath; and from the difiin- 
iſhed rank of the aſſociated — 
io the : — e 
te l in the , until the true 
elena. 


Tze vindication of my profis, the 
1558 888 and the Bower of 4 
e 5 
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fri jul dear, and in this inflancs 


involved with me, jointly concur to der 
mand this at my hands; it becomes 


therefore my be ;/penſable duty, and 


1 fball — to the performance 


of it, in as cool and diſpaſſienate a 


manner as the nature of the ſubjett 
will ; 19h el b 


1. cannot be | Mojo to a „Ban 
mind, 1o have any diſputes with bir 
necgbloure,\ . eſpecially with bis 
brethren. But neceſſity has no law ; N 
The attack is made upon me, by hs. 5 
of fuch charafters as will give the” 


world room to fix any calummy, if I 


foould Blently 2 under. the | in- 


" furious treatment offered es 


MR 


In utc 7 be to my friends, 90 


to the public, and o myſelf, 1 


forced thus to make known, that - | 


n. doc lors, William Oliver, Abel 
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Moy "1 af. Bice Charleton, cele- 
brated Prackicioners of phyfic at Bath, 
have juintly reſolved not to attend any 
patient in conſultation with me. This, 
they declared firſt in moſs injurious 
terms to ſome of the patients at Bath, 
before their ſecret reſolutions rackid 
my ears; and upon my diſcovering of 
it, they avowed the charge, and offered 
terms of reconciliation, which no man 
of honour could poſſibly accept. Hence 
it is eaſy to fee, that I * lye under 
 #þis obloguy till the 8 of theſe 

| Proceedings are laid open ; this I have 
' dont in the following ſimple narrative 
of Rated fads, which I now ſubmit 
20 the | Judgment of - 4 be impartial 


N fabi Co. 2 7 ie 
| . W. B. 
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Narrative of F "wn Ge. 


ANR Certain: lady of At 480 ad- 
ne: 'viſed to come to Bath for the 
K reſtoration of her health, was 
fo little benefited after { everal hp: 54 
| bathing and drinking the waters, and 
taking a multitude of medicines, that 
a conſultation of phyſicians -was || 
thought neceſſary, and was agcor- 
dingiy propoſed to Dr. CHARLETOx, 
the then attending phyſician ; with 
which he readily complied, and ap- 
pointed the next day at noon for 
the meeting, without being then told 
with whom he was to conſult, bl 


121 
| The fame evening, - OR: 25, 4 
written meſſage was left at my houſe, 
while I was from home, deſiring my 


attendance on the patient at one the 
next day. . 


1 attended at the. a time FOE! lice 
appointed, and being. a wo into 
the | patient's apartment, I found 
another lady and the in phy 
ſician, J with her. | 


on m klerinde, .* rea - 
_ ceived 4 much diſpleaſure ally, 2 
fuſion in the doctor s countenance, 
as ſufficiently | manifeſted that my 
appearance there was far from being 
expected, or in any ſort AE 


| to him. 


Reglbdich 0 of this 1 TAY to 
| lay myſelf out to learn the patient's 
| caſe ; and being informed, that the 


phy- 


I 
phyfician, then preſent, had been long p 
her attendant, and that I was then iſ 
called there to conſult with him upon | 
the caſe; I addreſſed myſelf to him, | 
and: fat ſome time attentive, in ex- | 
pectation of his informing me of the | 
riſe and progreſs of the diſeaſe, and | 
of the methods that had been uſed 


for b a cure. 


5 Bue, to my 9 Supi I Found 
the doctor ſo tar from being expli- | 
cit, or from ſhewirig any diſpoſition 
to let me know any thing. relating 
to the purport of our meeting, that 
he anſwered the few queſtions, I 
aſked him, in mono, ſcarce- 


. to be heard. 


Upon this, 1 addreſſed 1 to 
che patient, in order to obtain the 
beſt account I could, of the nature 
of her com 1 And, alt ter near 


ä FR ws an 1 


[4] 
Hi hour 8 examination, fo this pur= 
poſe ; during all which time, the doc- 
tor was preſent; without offering to 
leſſen . the feeble. patient's trouble, in 
anfweririg the neceſſary queſtions 1 
aſked her. But when he 3 that 
I had finiſhed my enquiry into the 
nature of the diſeaſe; without offer- 
ing any aſſiſtance, he looked upon 
his watch, ſaid he had an appoint- 
ment with Dr. Frewin, and was 
et at that inſtant. to be gone. 


| Surprized * * — ordinary 4 
roceeding, IT told him, that 1 
1 oped he yy not- leave the pa- 
tient till we had agreed what was 
beſt to be done for her relief. 


His anſwer was, that ys could 
fot ſtay at that time; but that he 


would Kare me with the lady, and 
would pe me _ ; and here- 


upon 


51 


u pon 5 with common ceremonies, left | 
the room. , + 


The other lad q | wh remained | 


25 dodor, expreſſed her concera| 
at his ſeeming diſpleaſed; feared| 


the gentleman called in, was et g 


Serke to him; was v 3 
for it; and as no body 24 he 
preſumed to have foreſeen this, ho- 
ped he had no juſt cauſe to take 
offence at her or the patient; be- 
cauſe, as he had before e . f 
conſultation, it was reaſonable to ap- 
prehend the choice of the conſulting 
phyſician was to be freely left tal 
the patient or her friends; or r word | 
to this effect. | | 1 


To which, the doctor anſpered 
he did not know he was to mee 
Dr. Baylics ; ; that he wihed | thy 
5 Þ 2 5 pa | 


40 


161 
patient well, and io continue 
Rill to Ait her as a friend; but 
could by no means do ſo as a phy- 
fician; with which friendly, pru- 


dent, and polite 8 be — 
his leave. ; | 


After this conyerſation, the lady 
returned to the patient's chamber; 
Where, on my aſking if the doctor was 
not gone, highly diſpleaſed at my be- 
ing "there ? I learned the declaration, 

he pad Mace at his departure, as is 
bove related. _ 


15 E * * 


; 


Upon this, 1 reply d, that as a the 
hatient's caſe was not 6 acute as to. 
* můcli from the delay of a fingle. | 
I ſhould then preſeribe no me- 
= 3 but would deliberately con- 
der the nature of the malady, and 
ndeavour to ſee the doctor again by 
1e next 157 ; not doubting, K rom the 
N opi- 


[7] 
opinion - I had af his ſenſe, and | 
humanity, that he would think | 


better of the matter, and not deſert | 
both his intereſt and his than wu 


very abruptly. 


_ pon this, 7 wk (lev 

——.— for the preſent ; having firſt Þ 
made my — ; which was, that 
I had reaſon to hope for alleviating, if |} 
not effectually relieving, her com- 
plaints. I 240 ed, that no conſidera- 
tion ſhould induce me to decline due 
attendance on any patient, that ſnould 
conſult me, and that I would nat fail 
to wait upon her again the next day, 
at the ſame hour, and let her know 
my opinion more fully, whether. Dr. 
CHaRLETON ſhould think fit to meet 
me or not. 


| The remainder of the day paſt | 
peut — ſeeing or hearing any 


| 


(87 

| thing of the doctor; wh 

| the next morning, I ſent him a writ: 
ten meſſage, defiring to know, i 
| at any or what time or place that 
| morning, he would give me a meet- 
| ing, to confult for the atient, or 
| if he would be at the patient's 
| Jodgings at the hour of one, when 
8 appointed 70 e tare: — 


Jo this, I ivd Aa Setbul an- 
of ge that he thould be glad to ſee 
me at his houſe, if it was agree- 
able to me, Thither I immediately 
went, on the receipt of this meſ- 
| fage, laying aſide all degrees of re- 
ſentment, that 21 interfere with 
| the diſcharge of 25 7 duty. 


I now hop ed to find the cor in 
the like * and that we 
| ſhould” amicably and effectually diſ- 
charge our reſpective duties to the 
— uy 5 But, 


$> 5) & 


foal 


1 But, how Ghall I expreſs. my dit | 
appointment, when the doctor de- | 
clared his intentions to relinquiſh the | 
patient entirely? Thus it was; and | 
thus the doctor broke ſilence ; Foe 
Sir, you have got a bad caſe under 
your care. —1 — ered, © I hoped he | 
meant we, as the lady was his Patient, 
and I but the conſulting phyſician. => | 
He reply'd, * no, fir, I cannot attend 
her any longer; it is to no purpoſe, 
and ſome other doubtful r | 
to the Ike effect. | 


6 ay my CW an 3 

tion, he added; that I * take 
the care of the patient upon my ſelf; 
for, that I was not to expect, that 
he, or either of the other phyſicians 
to the hoſpiral, could hold any con- 
ſultation, with one who had rendered 
them ſo infamous in the eyes of the 
world, as Dr. Bay lies had done, in 
4 ſe- 


| ſeveral- paſſages of : his reflections on 
| the uſes and abuſes of Bath waters. 


| My r was, that I had pub- 
| liſhed nothing but what appeared to 
me to be ſtrictly true; that if it was 
ſo, their proving it otherwiſe would 
| certainly retort the odium upon me; 

| and if the truth was any reflection 
upon them, it was not my printing, 

but their doing the thing that was 
| wrong, that fixt the reflection. | 


He went on and Gd, that I had 
| particularly given oppolition to him, 
for that when he was elected a phy- 
ſician to the hoſpital, I endeavoured 


to procure a proceſs at law to ſet 
aſide his nw. 5 


| 1 
| In . to "OL I aſſured | him, 55 
he had much miſtaken me, that my 
attempt was not to have invalidated 


fu] 


ks deftion,” but to have. compelled 
the election of three other phyſici- 
ans, in conjunction with him and his 
colleagues, which by the meaſures the 
governors had taken, by virtue of the 
act of parliament for eſtabliſhing the. | 
| hoſpital, and by an expreſs clauſe ;| 
in the faid act, was no longer left | 
to them as a matter of diſcretion, 
| but was expreſsly directed 2 re- 


quired to be done. 


1 kunde added, chat had ke read, 

or underſtood, the plain letter I ſent 
to him, and to the reſt of the go- 
vernors on that occaſion, he would 
have ſeen, that I made no oppoſi- 
tion to him; that I thought he was 
as proper a "perſon to be choſen. an 
attendant on that ſchool of phyſic, as 
any one in Bath; and that as I well 
knew, he had apply d to be elected, 


OE I ad. bas thoughts or know- 
ledge 


1 


| ledge 1 there being an election, 1 
ncver intended ſtanding, in any ſenſe, 
| a competitor with him, on that oc- 
cafion. 


Upon this, * « cone, be bu he had 


never looked u on my 
in any ſuch light; hn He r the re- 


flections I had dublibed! in my book 
4 the waters, ap to him ſo 
ery ſcandalous, that neither he or 
"oa other phyſicians to the hoſpital, 
could meet and- confult with me : 
But, if I pleaſed, I might ſee upon 
the file of the apothecary what had. 
| been done for the patient. 


I no ſaw the conderted ation 
lt alta, and could not help treat- 
ing it with ſome degree of the deſerved 
contempt. I ae him, I had alrea- 

| dy looked over, the long, black cata- 


1 
1 8 
1 
I: * 
4 
1 


ue of medicines ben the Patient. 
And 


public: and: to the, patient, as in his 

conduct towards me. I could; not 
heſitate at pronouncing theſe proceeds 
_ ings unwarrantable, a diſhonour to 


eee, injurious to the public, 
and unjuſt and aagrateful toia patient 
ſo long .intouſted to his care; and 
that. 1 much wonderetb how he could 
poſſibly give her up in this manner; 
bidding — remember, that in the 
end, theſe pr ings might prove 
— 9 he leaſt intended _ E 


1 5 Ko aveidt nden en 
ing to him, that I had had the | 
| honour of being conſulted for per- 
ſons. of, as. high " lſtinQion, and: with - | 
phyſicians Pg as great learning asd 
eminence, perhaps as any man at 


C 2 Bath 


= YT 
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'Path' might boaſt; und that Wh 


was ſo much the reverſe of any 


| treatment I ever receivd, that he 


could not be ſurprized 25 IT took 
the proper means of — os: 


n it. 


Before I took my * reſolved 
to aſk him to explain his exceptions 
to conſulting with me: I demanded, 
if he had any objection to my moral 


character, to my capacity, to my 


qualification in my profeſſion ?—To 
which he was pleaſed to anſwer, that 
his ſole objedtion was to the man- 
ner in which I treated him, and the 
other phyſicians of the hoſpital, in 
my book on Bath waters; which, 


he ſaid, was quite inexcuſable, and 


ſuch as rendered it impoſſible for 


him, or them, to meet me in con- 


en for _ FR.” 


. k | * , 2 H : 
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." Here 1 ſaw the becoming fiiy 

of the aſſociation begin to boil over, 

This ſhew'd me how ſtrongly at- 
tached to their patients theſe gentle- 

men were, who could at any time, 

quit even thoſe that had moſt and 

longeſt confided in them, upon the 

calling into conſultation, any man 

| that was not likely to prove pliant || 
and paſſive enough for their Pune i 
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4 . Seeing honourable peace at ti 
great a diſtance to be expected, 
convinced that no man's reputa- 
tion could be raiſed by falling into 
conſultation with factious rage men, 
and that however ill- [founded his ex- ||| 
ceptions were to conſulting with me, 
there were objections _ that would 
prevent any regular practicioners ⁵ſ6 
conſulting with him; ſince the re- 
tailers or pedlars of pretended or 
real ſecrets, either of their own or 
others 


1 


| 


. — RR oa” — ee 


1 


| 
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others invention, were, ipſo fac; 
excluded all communication and War. 
ference, with men of that o 


4 communicative, beneficent dif Dad 


tion, that muſt ever attend the le- 


| gitimate and worthy ſons of Æſeu- 


lapius ; and as I wel knew certain” 

ſpecific epileptic lozenges had been 
a b no leſs a man, than the 
eelirited Dr. ChakLETox of Bath, I 
| thought I had a right to make forne: ; 
| teprizals, and could not avoid being 


| free i in my turn, 


(fncurable therefore as 1 wi 


upon our patient, I bad him in that 


reſpect . be comforted. For, tho' he 


prognoſticated, that ſhe had no 
chance for amendment; yet having 
conſidered her caſe, and peruſed the 
complicated preſcriptions given her 
ſince her arrival at Bath, I had rea- 
| . in this as in other inſtances, to 


differ 


L]! 


differ in opinion from him: Berat 
L was ready to make it appear, that 
from the patient's coming to. Bath; 
ſhe had not taken a ſingle preſcrip= 
tion, that did not tend more to in- 
creaſe, chen co remove or corredt the 
diſcaſe. I 


About this time, it is probable we 
both became a little more warm; 
than became lai in confoltac 
tion; but Phyſicians are but men; | 
and human frailties muſt ſometimes 
diſguiſe the beſt of us. Here, the || 
doctor ſtopped my career, with fay- 
ing After theſe reflections and de- 
clarations, ſir, you can never expe&t || 
that I ſhould meet 70 in on- 5 


ſultation. 


Ts EY 1 reblied'; c Sir: ka 
you not. before formed this un juft Vi 
reſolution againſt me, I might Fave 1 
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ſpared theſe ee and declards 


tions, from motives of pure huma- 
nity. Vou have extorted them from 
me; by your previous determination. 


| Remember however, that I have not 


gone behind your back to utter them, 
nor have I yet divulged my ſenti- 
ments on theſe matters ; and if theſe 
practices will not bear the light, think 
what felf-preſervation prompts and 
authorizes ; and do not put me un- 
der the neceſſity of taking meaſures, 
that may diſhonour the profeſſion in 


the eyes of the undiſcerning multi- 


tude, who are ever apt to caſt re- 
flections, from Particulars, u pan the 


* 


The doctor, "Ren motives. beſt | 
known to himſelf, now ſeemed a 
little mollified. He faid, I muſt ob- 
ſerve that he was not the ſole par- 
ticular, ſince Dr. Morszr had made 

the 


the ſame 3 "and! that 1 
could not forget, that Dr. Or VER 
had already openly refuſed to conſult 


with me. Vet notwithſtanding, he 


Was pleaſed to tell me, he knew 2 
had good nature; and compliment- 


ing me upon Ge other good quali- 


ties, perhaps juſt found to ſerve the 


preſent purpole ; ; he deelared he el f 
teemed me, and though he thought 
himſelf in ſome meaſure bound ta 


act in concert with Dr. Over and 
Dr. MovszyYy; yet his averſion to diſ- 
cord, and regard to me, would induce 
him to give me a meeting at the pa- 


tient's,, about one o 2 if [ would N 


be there at that time, 


However nrovoked at paft con- 
duct, I could not. be unmoved at this, 
I expreſled my ſatisfaction at it, and 


ſaid, . if he reſolved to meet me, 


like a gentleman and a phy lician, de- 
termin'd 


— 8 wow _— gu 


[ 20 ] 
termin d with aſſiduity to co-operats 
with me in the recovery of our pa- 
tient, which ſhould certainly engage 
our attentions entirely; I was ready 


to drop all reſentment, and let what 
was paſt be buried in oblivion. | 


He aſſured me, ſuch were his pur- 
poſes 3 and matters being thus ami- 
cably accommodated, we fell a-while 
into converſation upon indifferent mat- 
ters, with freedom and eaſe. The 
doctor politely ſhewed me his houſe ; 
and we parted in all appearance on 
both ſides, certainly on mine, in per- 
fect amity, reciprocally repeating the 


hour of our appointed meeting. 


We accordingly met, agreeable to 
our appointment, and proceeded to 
examine the nature and ſtate of the 
patient's malady, with due attention 
and care. 

| Having | 


[=] 


| Having by the neceſſary examina- 
tion of the patient, mutually ſatisfied 


each other of the ſtate of the caſe; 


we retired, in order to compare our 


reſpective ſentiments, and to agree 


upon the method of cure. Each of 
us offered his thoughts freely; ; and 


after ſome time thus ſpent in con- 


ſultation, we agreed upon a preſcrip- 
tion, committed it to writing, and 
according to law, gave it the neceſ - 
ſary ſanction, by ſubſcribing the ini- 


tial letters of our names. 


1 ſhall not arrogate to myſei any 
merit upon this preſcription. For, 


though it was formed upon a very 


different plan from any of the pre- 
ceeding in this caſe; I cannot deny 
the other phyſician - his ſhare ; it is 
enough, that * whole had his 
ſanction. 


5 When 
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When this was done, and we had 

as well agreed in the neceſſary re- 
gimen, we returned to - inform the 
patient of the product of our con- 
ſultation; which we did in ſeeming, 


and on my part, in perfect con- 


cord and amity. And, ſolicitous for 
the reſpectable patient recovery 


from a diſorder, which had bat- 


fled all the attempts hitherto made; 


I took our preſcription to the apothe- 


cary's, to give ſtrict charge, and 


more particular direction for its pre- 


par ation. 


We took our leaves of the patient, 


and left the houſe together. But, 


before we took leave of each other, 
I told the doctor, I conſidered my- 
ſelf here only as the conſulting phy- 
ſician; that, as it was a chronic 
caſe, it was not neceſſary I ſhould 
meet him formally every day. But, 

| that 


[ 23 ] 
that I would call ſometimes, as +1 
went by, to ſee how the patient went 


on in the directed courſe ; wait till 


I was called upon; or appoint to 
meet him again, as it was moſt 
agreeable to him ; for, while I ſhould 
ſtudiouſly avoid leaving the patient 
room to ſuſpect me of mercenary 
views, I ſhould as carefully obviate 


all grounds for the attending phy- 


fician's ſuſpecting me of ingratiating 


myſelf with a view to ſupplant him, 


or to give any ſort of cauſe of 


* 
Upon * the doctor propoſed 


our meeting again at the patient's, 


on the ſunday following, to which, 
each agreeing, we parted, as became 


Phyſicians and friends. 


Thus I thought a bfling founda- 
Hon for peace and amity was laid; 


but 


1 
1 


8: 9 
1 
1 


ta) 


but it ſeems my hopes were e ground 
lels. 


While IJ was engaged with Dr. 
CHARLETON, - Dr. OLivER made a 
viſit to a patient above ſtairs, in the 
ſame houſe ; where mention being 
made of the conſultation below ſtairs, 
the latter gentleman, in a manner 
peculiar to himſelf, burſt out in- 
'to terms of reproach and indig- 
nation, at Dr. CrHarLETON's mean 
condeſcenſion in conſulting with me. 


A perſon of honour, preſent at 
this converſation, expreſſing ſome 
. prize at ſuch behaviour, and aſk- 

would not Dr. Oriver conſult 
with Dr. Baylies, if the defired him? 
received an anſwer in manifeſt wrath, 
in theſe or the like terms; No; 
never; I would conſult with any 
body but Lucas or BAvLIESͤN and 


with 


iT 


with theſe, I will- never hold any 
conſultation, for any patient what- 
ever. Thus officiouſly, and ſecretly, 
did this gentleman take occaſion to 
prejudice perſons, who can not be 
faid to have ever given him an y 
Juſt cauſe of offence. | 


But this was not the firſt inſtance 
of Dr. Oriver's malevolence to me. 
Dr. CHARLETON, as obſerved, page 
19, took notice of that gentieman 8 
refuſing to conſult with me. Let 
me take this opportunity of ex- 
plaining the extraordinary conduct of 
that great man upon this occaſion. 


This was the caſe of a patient* 
in the moſt dangerous and deplora- 
ble circumſtances, which induced I 
me to call for aſſiſtance. A gen- 
tleman of . ability in 


Mrs. PURDIE. 
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his neofollicn was called in. But, 


leaſt, from a known intimacy | 


tween him and me, any diſhonour- 
able ſuſpicions might be raiſed, in 
caſe of the patient's death, nll 
was much to be dreaded; I deſired. 
that Dr. OLIVER, whoſc — cha- 
racter and unacquaintance with me, 
left no room for any ſuch ſuſpicions; 
ſhould be called in to our aſſiſtance; 
to which, the tender, anxious huſ- 


band of the patient readily agreed. 


The doctor came; I viſited and 
| examined the patient alone, contrary 


W to all rule and cuſtom, refuſing, 


| when he found with whom he was 
| to be concerned, to ſee the other phy- 
| ficians, who then were, and for hours 
| before had been, waiting for him, 
| But, to juſtify a conduct, which 
| ſhews that any body- may die at 
| Bath, before ill-ounded reſentments 


1 


(nl 


can be lid aſide, or illicit aſſoel⸗ 1 


7 


ations broken; tho' the doctor's re- 
5 was rather too precipitate fot 
a perſon of his gravity and dignity; 


he- did not depart before he gave 


the by-ſtanders aſſurance, that if 
the patient ſhould die, it muſt be 
through the fault of the wn 
phyfician __ 


This he did, 


„ by VO Night 
of the diſorder ; 


faying, there was 


no occaſion for him; there were 
phyſicians enough ; eſpecially as he 


pronounced her out of all fort of dan- 
ger, with more confidence than be- 
came, ſo cautious a Fee, in 


4 1 doubtful caſe. 


It is cal to tis PR drift of this 
behaviour. It appears plainly cal- 
culated for a trap, to undo my re- 


| putation z 5 to ſay nan, of deny- 


E ing 
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ing his affiſtance to a patient — 

the laſt diſtreſs, leaving her 
die, to gratify a Private _ 
If ſhe had died, it might have been 
no eaſy matter to *. — an afflicted 
huſband and friends think otherwiſe 
than Dr. OLIVER taught. Who 
could ſuſpect the honour, mote than 
the humanity of a perſon, of his 
rank and fame in life? I muſt of 
| courſe have fallen, with the patient, 
a a victim to this great man's boundleſs 
pride and an | 


But, provide ence graciouſſy inter- 
poſed, and ſaved both the patient 
and phyſician, from the intended 
ruin. However eaſy it was pro- 
nounced, or might be found, by 
Dr. Or1iver, to fave this patient's 
life; I am not aſhamed to con- 
feſs, that I thought her in moſt 
imminent danger; and found it ex- 
treamelv difficult, to give the deſired | 

re- 


=. 

relief ; or, in leſs than, ſome months, 
to re-eſtabliſh. her health. My — 

r was of the ſame opinion, and 
found the like difficulty. But, Gop, 
of his great mercy, bleſſed our endea- 
vours, and reſtored her to health, when 
we leaſt could have n it. 


If dihoarus muſt attend au 
to conſult in this manner ; let the 
bumane and juſt judge on whom 
it is to fall; and hence ſee how 
neceſſary to the public, and to 
{elf - vindication, this narrative ap- 
pears ; and conſider, how danger- 
ous a precedent for Dr. CnaRLE- 
TON and others, Dr. Ortvers hag 


thus attempted to make. 


8 what paſt . Pr. 
CuarLuTOR and me in our laſt 
meeting, I looked for nothing but 
pence and harmony, at leaſt be- 

E2 tween 


[ES 
tween him and me. My exp 
tions were raiſed higher by the E 
vour of a viſit from this gentle- 
man, on the morning of the day, 


preceeding that en gd our 
conſultation. | 


After polite ſalutations, the doc- 
tor, in apparent good humour and 
friendſhip, gave me to underſtand, 
that he had. the pleaſure of com- 
ing to me of-an errand, which he 
| hoped would be agreeable; 3 that 
11 came as the Herald of , 


1 could not but be pleaſe: with 
. ſound of peace, come whence 
it would; but as the doctor ſpoke 
it in theſe terms, calling himſelf 
the herald of þ zace ; I anſwering, 
aſked him, in — ſame ſtrain, from 
what Potentates he came? He did 
not keep me long in 2 ſuſpence; 1 


readily 


[ 32 1 


readily replied, from Dr. OrtVvER 
and Dr. Morszv. I did not he- 
fitate at telling him, the gentlem en 
did me great and unexpected ho- 
nour ; and I received their meſſage, 
and their meſſenger, with J "- 
gratitude. 


He jnforined me, that they did 
not object to me, becauſe I was not 
bred in Oxford or Cambridge, or for 


want of ability in my profeſſion, or | 


any ſuch-like cauſe ; but that their 
ſole objection aroſe from certain free- 
doms, I had taken with their charac- 


ters, in my book upon the waters 
and as they deſired to remove all ob- | 


ſtacles to being in friend ſhip with me; 


they ſent him impowered to talk over it 


the . with me. 


At this, he took 1 my + Ruthin on 
8 ay uſes and abuſes of Bath Waters, 


out 


i1 
L 
. ot 
3 * 
q * 
. 
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qut of his pocket; telling me, that, 
he and the other gentlemen had un- 
they had taken offence, and that he 
would point them out to me, in or- 


der to the ſetting all things to rights. 


' Theſe appearances of judgment and 

| candour could not fail of raiſing my 

| reſpe& and admiration; and making 
terms I could. But, how different 
| was the diſpoſition of the three gen- 
| tlemen, from any thing I apprehend- 
| ed, will appear from the cited paſ- 
| fages, the manner of Objecting to 
| them, and the propoſals, for my con- 
| tradifting them, whilſt their truth 
| ſtood on all hands confeſſed, _ 


The firſt objection was marked, 
| zgainſt theſe- words; page 124. Tie 
| Phyſicians to: te Hoſpital have hut her- 


181 
#6. not only ſhamefully neglected abs 


communication 6, — good and bad 


effects , the waters om the patients 
therein, but baue moſt artfuly mono- 
Polized al 
went, u6bich aa e , 


| | The nekct ws to ſetting 
after fox phyſioians to the the bofoira Were 
once legally elected, when the patient 
were | but forty, and that — 


are increaſed to more than az Hundred, 


they are reduced to three only; and {0 


that this has been done by means of a 
private or pretended by-law, not au- 
thenticated by che biſhop and Judges, 
as by the act is required; in which 


by-law, it is reſolved, that tree phy- 


ſicians and uo more ſhould for the u- 
and after ob- 


ture attend the charity, 
ſerving, that the act of parliament, with- 
out N _— number of hare: 

| to 


opportunities of impraue | 


N Forth, * 


Kl 
to the . but leaving it to thi 


neral court to chooſe any number 
they pleaſe, directs, that if there be 
any vacancy or vacancies of any of the 
ſaid perſons appointed by this act, or 
choſen at a general court by virtue 
thereof into any office or employment, 
happening by death or removal, ſuch 
vacancy or vacancies ſhall be filled up 
at a general court, giving fourteen 
days notice thereof, from all which it 
is 5 4 in the fol n words, 
Page I wy 58 2þ | 


How repu = 2 therefore is this 
private order to the expreſs words of 


rhe ſtatute 28 auen the hoſpital 4 


land again, That an order for the 


| reducing the number of phyſicians, 


and thereby leſſening the aſſiſtance 
which might be given to the afflicted 
| poor, when the ſame is nat attended 
dith the leaſt expence 70 the charity, 


mu 


35 J 
muſt be made, with an intent to an- 
a private, and not a public, pur- 


poſe, and be. univer/ally allowed "de 
8 ſerving of the ſevereſt cenſure. 


Again, page 128, n reference 
to the ſame pretended by-law, I aſ- 
ſert, That it is detrimental fo the Pub- 
lic intereſt of the hoſpital, inj yrious 
Fo the patients therein, and repu gnant. 
70 tbe very ſtatute under which the 
power ir claimed for making it, And 
page 37, ſpeaking of the neglect of 
publi 6 the ge, and this c luft 2 


by-law, I aver, that it is counter-act- 

ing he wiſe and benevolent | purpoſes 0 

this excellent inſtitution, and oye FA 

. anly from a mercenary meanneſs of 
| ſpirit, or a worle principle, 


- Theſe were the ſeveral paſſages in 
my book, which had fo greatly ofs || 
fonded theſe worthy Fromm: as to | 

F. have 


36 


have made them r 1 to revenge 
them, even on the ſick; however, as 
they were ſo kind as to point them 
out to me, I judged it my right, and 
my duty, to ſpeak to the en laid 


againft me. 


N I 1 demanded = * 5 4 
jected to theſe paſſages, and what he, 
and the gentlemen that ſent him, 
deſired to have done on the occaſion? 


He told me, that he and they 
looked upon theſe reflections to be very 
umjuſt; and, for that reaſon, expected 
that I ſhould publicly acknowledge the 
charge I had made to be the . of 


721/111 formation 


I judged truth too great a facrifice 
to the palm and olive branches brought 
by this herald, and therefore declared, 

retracting an error, and advancing a 
= th, 


[ 37 ] 
truth, were to me, one and the fame, 
That When I, was convinced of an er- 
ror, I would as publicly retract it'as [ 
had uttered it; but that, while I had 
every proof of truth of my fide, I 
was aſtoniſhed how any gentlemen 
could make ſuch a propoſal, as could 
not be complied with, conſiſtent 

with the p Kg I to truth and 
e 1 | | 
1 then appealed to Dr. CHARLETON, 
Te it was not true, that the tories of 
the caſes had been neglefted to be pub- 
9 ed, and if the experience of the 
oy ofpital had not long been, and then 
was, actually monopolized, or limited to 
the knowledge of ee phyſicians only, 
by virtue of the pretended backe 
| above mentioned. 1. en 
Theſe were facts 1 — ITY not 


41 27 4 


| deny y, but convinced of their truth, 


Was obliged to admit; on which I | j 
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| tld him, hat L bold not büt th 
the fernt, to be ſhameful, And che ot, 


alle and that, as I could ſte”? tio 
lic good, it could poſſibly * | 
3 — Amit the number of hy . 
cians to three only, but many private 
ills, which ſuch a by lau might be 
K to anſwer; I muſt” ſtill Be 
a — opinion, that it was intended, in 
t's firſt inſtitution, to promote a Pri- 
2 not a public purpoſe, and that it 
could ariſe only from a mertenary 
meanneſs of ſpirit, or a worſe. princi- 
| Ple; and as it was a great a abuſe of a 
| charity, it could not be otherwiſe 
than de ſerving of the Sever gn confure. 


x likewiſe added, it Was notorious, 
"Hat the fupport of that law, had 
not only kept many from ſubſcribing, 
| to the charity, but had induced others 
| *46 withdraw their ſub/eriprions, which 
Jen's 2b „ ee page, 128, 
| "that 


[39] | 
chat it was detvimental to the intereſt | 
of the hoſpital. 3 


erben, as every — who had | 
had a phyſical education, might be | 
preſumed to have acquired ſome par- 
ticular improvement, worthy of being 
- communicated to others; and, as no 
method of cure, in any dibaG; had 
been found to be univerſally infallible; 
it was highly probable, that the ex- 
eluſion of any of the gentlemen, that 
practiced at Bath, from-attending the 
Hoſpital, might deprive: ſome of the 
patients there, of ſome benefits which 
their eouncils might afford, had they 
been admitted into che hoſpital; 
whence I concluded, that every boeh 
excluſive law muſt be ieſſening the 
aff france to the afflicted "OP and 
r them. | 


Moreover, as it : excludedaall bat 


"the" ny phyſicians, the advan- 
tage 


[49] 
tage of the experience, which the 
hoſpital ſhould afford; ſuch a law 
plainly coumteracted — of the wiſe 
and benevolent purpoſes, for which 
the hoſpital was founded... And as 
the governors, at a general court, had at 
one time elected fix phyſicians, by vir- 
tue of the act; and the act had en- 
joined, that as often as any of the 
perſons ſo choſen, ſhould IS or be 
removed, another ſhould be elected in 
his ſtead; tho' the act expreſsly nam - 
ed no particular number to attend 
the hoſpital; yet, as they had once 
elected %, the making a ſubſequent 
by- law, to reduce that number, was 
repugnant to the very letter of 2 
act, under which a claimed. 
power to make it. i 


** * 


Thus I 3 the 1 | . 
I could not but juſtify, upon this 
_ occaſion, | all I had publiſhed ; yet, 
to convince the gentlemen, — de- 
| I ſirous 


[ 41 ] 
ſirous I was to be in peace and friend- 
ſhip with them, I told him, I would. 
A ewleäge that the inferences I 
had drawn from the facts, however 
Juſt, might as well have been omitted, 
as every reader muſt naturally have 
drawn ſuch for himſelf, from an in- 
formation of the facts; and there- | 
fore, to oblige them, when I pub- 
liſhed another edition of my book, 
theſe inferences, or injurious: epithets | 
or "adverbs, of ſhame fully, artful ”, 
Injuriouſly „ private, mean, mercenary, 
&c. ſhould all be cmitted : Nay, ' I 
further added, that as he had _ 
| knowledged the. facts to be true, 
would ſubmit it to the adgmeg 5 « 
any diſintereſted, ſenſible gentleman, 
whether the en I had drawn, 
were juſt, or otherwiſe; and that 
if ſuch a perſon ſhould judge them 
wrong, tide I would readily make any 


conceſſion, he ſhould in reaſon and 
BB, ee e __ - honois 
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as h 
honour award. And "I offered. to 
ſubmit the whole to the arbitration. at 


any indifferent, juſt perſon; being, 
periwaded, that partics, naturally pre- 


judiced, were very unfit judges. in 


their own. cauſe. 


The doctor ſeemed to think, there 
was ſome weight, ſome juſtice, in this 
anſwer to his meſſage ; and inclined 
to think, it preſaged peace: For, he 
immediately declared, he was glad to 
hear me offer ſuch 3 ; that 
he would go directly, and make them 
| known, to Dr. OLIVER and Dr. 
| Movsey ; believing, that if I were 
| at home, I ſhould ſoon TECEIVE a 
meſſage from Dr. OLIVER. 


| HI affured him, that I ſhould perſiſt 5 
in the ſame diſpoſition; ſhould wait 

Dr. OLtver's call; be ready to attend 
him; and ſhould do any thing thay 
| was 15 to deſerve his friendſhips 


"MY 
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« this, we par And I did 
* we ſhould , have a ge- 
neral meeting; in which, we ſhould 
have — all cauſe of miſunder- 
ſtanding, and adjuſted all matters in 
diſpute, as we ſhould have done, ami- 
cably, among ourſelves, without any 
appeal to the public. But, that this 
was impoſſible, will ſoon appear, and 
{urprize the candid, diſpaſſionate rea- 
der, as men as it did me. 


1 wadeed at home a conſiderable 
time, without hearing from Dr. Oli- 
VER, or either of the 1 gentlemen. 
I might have attended in expectation 
much longer, to no better purpoſe; 
for no meſſage was ſent to me, before 
: the aſternqgn. 


When: it was, that Dr. CnarLETOR 


a me with another viſit, which 


rs aged produced another con- 
G 


ference 
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ference. The gentlemen, it ſeems, 
had taken longer time to deliberate on 
the ſubject. T hey found, I expreſſed 
myſelf with reſpect reward them, and 
with a deſire to obtain their friendſhip. 
This probably made them riſe in their 
demands, and propoſe ſuch terms for 
admitting me to a ſhare of their fa- 
vour, as made me think the purchaſe 


' rather too dear; but this I ſhall _- 
mit to the reader. 


The doctor reſumed his former 
commiſſion, and told me, he had 
communicated the purport of our laſt 
: conference to Dr. OLiver and Dr. 
Moysry; that they had conſidered 
it, and came to a n which 
muſt bring che whole matter to a 
ſhort compaſs and iſſue, if I could 
give a plain categorical anſwer to their 


Ppropoſal. 


Iudging 


4 
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* Judging they could propoſe n 10thing 
that could admit of doubt or heir- 
tation, after what had paſſed ; I pro- 


miſed to be as direct and explicit in 
my anſwer as he could expect. | 


Whereupon he proceeded, that as I 
had publicly accuſed the _— as 
governors of the hoſpital, ſuch 
heavy charges, there was no way 
to reconciliation left, but by retracting 
what 1 had faid, and acknowledging 
in the public papers, that what I had 
printed, with reſpect to the hoſpital, 
was the reſult of miſtake or miſinfor- 


mation, and an unjuſt and ungenteel } 


treatment of thoſe worthy guardians 
of that charity; this done, he ſaid, 
they would readily | forgive, 155 


meet me at any time in conſultation. 


But, if I would not, he pronounced, 


N they were jointly determined to | 


refuſe me the honour of their ſanction. 
; G Had 


{ 
| 
| 
1 
t 
| 
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| Had any thing been offered to in- 
validate the truth of my charges 
againſt theſe governors ; ; the propoſing 


to accept a penitent {inner into favour, _ 


would have been an a& of condeſcen- 
fron and charity. But, while theſe 
charges ſtood in full and ſtronger force 
than I had yet publicly given them; 
I muſt confeſs, I was aſtoniſhed at ſo 


unexpected a propel. 


However, as cooly as poſſible, I re- 
capitulated my former ofters, defired 
| to have the inſtances pointed out, and 

proved, where I had abuſed or miſre- 
preſented any man; or where | had 
made. a miſtake, or founded any 
charge upon miſinformation; and, re- 
gardleſs of the mighty reward of their 
proffered friendſhip, in pure regard to 
truth and-juftice, I ſhould not only 
grant, but even go further than, their 


demand. But, that while the aſſer- 


tione 


L 
tions 1 had made, ap peared. incon- 
teſtible, indeed = truths, no 
conſideration ſhould induce me to 
relinquiſh a tittle of them. I de- 
clared my ſorrow for finding ſo ex- 
8 a price ſet upon thein friend- 
ſhip, 12 ſacrificing indiſputable 
truths, os public import, to N 
deliberate, notorious. falſhoods, 
theſe to ſerve the private ends 2 a 


few ; and that, as theſe were terms 
unworthy of the offer, they mult be 
unfit for the acceptance, of a man 
of any ſenſe of honour or common 
noneſty ; I muſt therefore, with de- 
| reſtation, reject them. 


The doctor, 1 hope, knew me 


too well, to be ſurprized at an an- 


ſwer to this effect. He ſaid, he was 
glad to find me thus plain and expli- 


cit; and as matters were now ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, he could not meet me 


again 
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again; 3 that he would wait upon the 
patient, for which we were jointly 
concerned; inform her of it, and 
leave her to chooſe, by which of us 
ſhe would be attended. Yet added, 
that tho' he could not meet me as a 
phyſician, he ſhould be always glad 
to ſee me as a friend. I 8 
bis compliment, and fo we parted 
with more ceremony, than was quite 
conſiſtent with our mutual diſcord. 


Soon cher "1 the doi; frialy 
obſervant of his promiſe, viſited the 
patient alone. He enquired, how 
the laſt preſcribed medicines agreed 
with her. And tho' he was told, 
very well; he ſeemed to dread they 
might not continue to agree; heſi- 
tated a diſlike to a preſcription, which 
had the ſanction of his own name; 
and diſcountenanced a perſeverance 
in the courſe laid down in the con- 

ſultation, 


[49] 

ſaltation, even while it agreed well, 
and promiſed relief; recommending 
it, at the ſame time, to the patient, to 
return to a courſe, of whoſe inefficacy, 
he was a witneſs; ſeeing the lady had 
for ſeven months purſued it, without 
any ſort of benefit, to ſay no worſe. 
But, in this, the doctor was diſap- 
pointed, by the patient's an 
| Him entirely. | 


Thus I have been forced, from a 
regard to truth, common juſtice and 
elf defence, to lay the narrative of 
| theſe facts fairly before the public, in 
whoſe candid breaſts alone, I look for 
| * 5 


As for any thing like an anſwer, 
that is not, I muſt ſuppole, to be ex- 
torted . theſe gentlemen; . the 
greatneſs of their reputation, puts 
them above all ſenſe of feeling, from 


attacks 


| 


| 


30 


attacks like theſe; I can only look 
to partake with my abuſed in 
in the treatment he has lately r 

ceiv'd, and which I have — 
experienced here on a like occaſion; 
to be inſulted in anonymous hand- 
bills; or by the famed bard of Bath, 
in the expreſſion of the dramatiſt, 
- be chronicled in ditties, and ji 

to filthy tunes. But, regardleſs of 174 

2 I ſhall only debe 0 the public to 
aer, that by this kind of behavi- 
our, theſe gentlemen give up their 
cauſe, and confeſs the 2 un- 


anſwerable. 


Who does not ſee and mourn at 
the peryerſion of the moſt benificent 
| and liberal profeſſion, into a moſt 
ſhameful and deſtructive confpir: 
| of fordid crafts-men? "Wis 6 any 
where ever faw, the health and lives 
of the public, fo facrificed, to little 


Privafe concerns, as now, here at 
WE: | | Bath | ? 


== 7. 
+ coo - 


Bathy > Who, ever before ſaw, fraud 

and falſhood: openly preſcribed, as the 

only” efteftual ſeal for the bond of 

LL D Who, were ever before 
known, ſo hardened in iniquity, as 

to demand the eraſing of 

the chronicle of their infamy, by 


Dy.” in print, 1 wil 
ful LInS ? | 


What is the once ee heal- 
ing art come to, amongſt us, when 

difintereſted truth, humanity and pubs 
lic ſpirit, are cnough to ſet it's prac= 
ticioners. at irreconcileable. variance ? 


Is it an honour to Be affociated in 


ſuch: bands? with ſuch perverters' of 


their profeſſion? ſuch. ſubverters oft 
the: hoſpital at. Bath: ? ſuch un- 
_ mnaſk'd:enemits..of the public? 


1 Inſtead of ſuch honour, ſuch giend- 
he let humble ob urity and li-: 
iz er" tude © 


SI] 
tude be my portion | And ſince theſe 4 


gentlemen have thus thought fit. to 


draw their {words againſt & dignity, 
and honour of phyſic, and its worthy. 


practicioners; ; againſt the public, and 


againſt me in particular; it cannot be 


ſuppoſed that I ſhall let my weapon 
the to ruſt in the ſcabbard. No; 
We have the leaſt to fear from our. 
enemies when they are known. I 
am not to be diſmayed by their Num- 
bers. Nor do I think the world ſo 
corrupt as to let me ſtand alone, while 
Jam in the ri ght, and all the worthy 
fons of Efclapius, and the whole 
ublic are no leſs concerned than I. 
Bot ſhould that be poſſible, I ſhall 
not deſert the duty of my ſtation, 
but while I am able, ſhall aſſert and 
maintain the rights of a man; and. 
fear not with integrity for my helmet, 
and honour for my ſhield, to ward off 


the moſt 1 inyenom d ſhafts of my ene- 5 
5 mies; 


* a 


il 


mies; and, under the was of li- | 
"md the laws, to level the point- 


ed javelin of truth at ſuch guilty heads, 
as thus dare to conſpire againſt the 


common good of ſociety. 


Let me, therefore, at once, an ſwer 


their propoſals, and conclude in the 


words of the proves good man : 
My lips Hal not ſpeak wickedneſs, 


nor 2 tongue utter deceit. 


God forbid that 1 ſhould juſtify vow: 
Till I die, I will not remove my inte- 


gi from me. 


My righreouſueſe I hold faſt, a 


| quill not let it go: My beart ſpall not 


reproach me ſo long as 7 Le. JI ob, 


Chap. xxvii. 
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